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Thursday, 24 September 
Sunday, 27 September 


Tuesday, 29 September 


Wednesday, 30 September 
Wednesday, 30 September 
Thursday, 1 October 
Thursday, 1 October 
Sunday, 4 October 
Wednesday, 7 October 
Monday, 12 October 
Tuesday, 13 October 
Tuesday, 13 October 


Tuesday, 13 - Thursday, 15 October 
Thursday, 15 October 
Monday, 19 - Thursday, 22 October 
Tuesday, 20 October 


Thursday, 22 October 

Thursday, 22 October 

Sunday, 25 October 

Monday, 26 - Thursday, 29 October 


Wednesday, 28 - Thursday, 29 October 


EID MUBARAK 


+ FORTHCOMING DATES + 


DP 1 (Year 12) Parents’ Orientation at 6:30 - 8:00 pm (ES) 
MYP Parents’ Information Session (SS) 

Year 10 and 11 at 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Central St. Martin's College of Art & Design (SS) 

visit at 2:30 - 3:30 pm 

Yale University visit at 12:30 - 1:30 pm (SS) 

DP 2 (Year 13) Parents’ Presentation at 6:30 - 8:00 pm (SS) 
Professional Development - No school for students (ES & SS) 
UAE Middle School Music Festival, Abu Dhabi (SS) 

After School Activities 1 start (ES & SS) 

Claremont McKenna College visit at 1:00 - 2:30 pm (SS) 
Professional Development - School finishes at 1:30 pm (ES & SS) 
University of Pennsylvania visit at 12:20 - 1:30 pm (SS) 

New Parent PYP Information Session at 8:00 am (ES) 

Room No. 40 in the Elementary School 

School Photos (ES) 

Canadian Career Fair (26 Universities) visit at 2:15 - 4:00 pm (SS) 
Year 6 Camp (ES) 

University of Bentley and University of Lawrence visit (SS) 
at 12:30 - 2:30 pm 

UN Day (SS) 

End of Unit 1, Progress report sent (ES) 

Start of Unit 2 (ES & SS) 

Year 6 Camp (ES) 

Parent Teacher Conferences (ES) 

Elementary School finishes at 12:00 noon 


+ IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS + 


DIPLOMA PROGRAMME - PARENTS’ ORIENTATION SESSIONS - 24 AND 30 SEPTEMBER 
As we are off to a good start I thought it appropriate to share some upcoming dates with you in 
order for you to plan your calendars for September. 
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DP_1 (Year 12) BP 1 Parents’ Orientation - 24 September at 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

I would like to cordially invite you to this orientation evening which will provide further information 
and discussion on the IB programme. Owing to time constraints during Ramadan it is with regret that 
this session comes a little late but I am sure you will find it informative and valuable. 


DP 2 (Year 13) Parents’ Presentation - 30 September at 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

We are fast approaching the deadline for registrations, university applications and all other issues 
applicable to DP 2 students. I would therefore like to cordially invite all DP 2 parents to an 
information session and presentation on what to expect in this important year which I am sure you 
will find beneficial. 


Both events will take place in the Secondary School Presentation Hall and I Look forward to meeting 
you all. 
Sheugnet Carter, DP Coordinator 


MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME NEWS AND 

PARENT INFORMATION SESSION, 27 SEPTEMBER 
It was great to see so many parents attending the recent 
Information Sessions, with over 130 new students 
represented by either one or both parents. As a new 
parent, if you still have any queries or questions, please 
don't hesitate to contact me either by email or drop by 
my office after school. 


The next Parent 
Information Session is Sunday, 27 September from 6:30 pm 
and is aimed for parents of students in Years 10 and 11. The 
session will be focusing on The Personal Project, Registering 
for The MYP Certificate and Promotion into the Diploma 
Programme. I would strongly advise that at least one parent 
attends. However if you are unable to, please do come and 
see me and I will give you the relevant information. 


Portfolio of Achievement 
This year we have introduced a new system for students on the MYP Programme. Within every 
homeroom classroom, students will have a folder which will contain the following items and will travel 
with them through school. 


IB Validated Documents: A guide to the users of the portfolio (student, parent, employer), a short 
introduction to the MYP, an IB Record of Achievement (where appropriate) and an IB Certificate 
(where appropriate). 


School Specific Documents: The student's personal information sheet, written appreciation of 
achievements and experiences at school, a record of the student's Community and Service, a 
statement on the Personal Project by the student and supervisor, school transcripts of the student's 
results and a DIA MYP Certificate. 


Student's own choice of documents: Examples could include a letter of appreciation/commendation 
from a teacher or member of the community, records of participation in after school or extra- 
curricular activities and special certificates or awards. 


It will also be available for students who leave DIA as arecord of all their achievements at DIA. We 
are encouraging students to include achievements from outside of school within this folder. So if 
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your child gets recognition for an activity outside of school please encourage your son or daughter to 
bring a copy of this to place in their folder. 


I look forward to meeting more of you at the next Information Evening 
Eleanor Scarr, MYP Coordinator 


INFORMATION SESSION FOR PARENTS NEW TO PYP, 13 OCTOBER AT 8:00 AM, ROOM 40 
I will be conducting an introductory information session for parents new to the PYP on 13 October 
2009 at 8:00 am in room 40 of the Elementary School. This session is an opportunity for you to learn 
the basics of the PYP as well as ask any questions to help clarify your understanding. I hope to see 
you there. 

Julian Wilcock, Deputy Principal Elementary School and PYP Coordinator 


UNIVERSITY VISITS FOR 2009 

During the forthcoming academic year, we anticipate over fifty universities visiting DIA to meet with 
our students. The full schedule of university fairs, including venue, will be announced through Edline 
and DIAlogue. Universities who have confirmed to date are: 


Time of Visit/Venue 


Central St Martins College of Art and 29 September, 2009 2:30 - 3:30 pm Secondary School meeting 
Design room 


Yale University 30 September, 2009 | 12:30 - 1:30 pm Venue to be confirmed 
Claremont McKenna College 7 October, 2009 1:00 - 2:30 pm Venue to be confirmed 
University of Pennsylvania 13 October, 2009 12:20 - 1:30 pm Venue to be confirmed 
Canadian Career Fair (26 universities) 15 October, 2009 2:15 - 4:00 pm Presentation Hall 
University of Bentley and University of 20 October, 2009 12:30 - 2:30 pm Secondary School meeting 
Lawrence room 

Rachana Sippy, Secondary School Counsellor 


THIMUN SINGAPORE, NOVEMBER 2009 

We are pleased to announce that DIA has registered to participate in 

the forthcoming Singapore chapter of The Hague International Model THIMUN 
United Nations conference. Singapore 


Model UN Programmes are a great way for students of all ages to learn 

about international relations and to gain a better sense of what a varied 

and fascinating world we live in. They are also a perfect "hands on" way to broaden basic skills - such 
as communication, negotiation tactics, and conflict prevention - that we all need in our day to day 
lives. 


The purpose of registering for such conferences is to give our students adequate exposure to 
international events which will not only be a great ‘value add-on’ for undergraduate studies but will 
also lead to a holistic development of personality and perspective in the long run. 

Bertrand Fernandes & Karen Williams 

Model United Nations Coordinators 


AFTER SCHOOL MATHS CLUB FOR YEAR 10 TO YEAR 13 

The DIA Secondary School Mathematics Department is starting an after-school Maths Club for 
enthusiastic Math students of Years 10 to 13. The students enrolled in this after-school activity will 
participate in the American Math Competition (AMC) in February 2010. We are happy to welcome Mr 
Yang Zhaohui to DIA who will be conducting this activity. 


Two competitions, AMC12 and AMC10, will be held on 9 February, 2010. AMC12 is for the students in 
Year 12 and Year 13 and AMC10 is for the students in Year 10 and Year 11. The contests are intended 
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for everyone, ranging from the average students, who have an interest in mathematics, to 
outstanding students who enjoy mathematics. It provides an opportunity for students to show their 
mathematical skills and compete with other students worldwide. More information can be found on: 
www.unl.edu/amc/whatswhat 


The top 5% of the participants each year will receive awards and they will qualify for a further 
contest called the American Invitational Math Examination (AIME). This qualification is a very good 
reference when applying to universities in America, as it confirms the excellent mathematical skills 
of the applicant. 


It is the first time we are introducing this competition to our DIA students. We encourage all the 
students in Year 10 and Year 11 Extended Maths classes and DP HL/SL classes to take part in it. 
Students in other maths classes are also welcome if they are particularly interested. 


This ASA club is organised with an aim to improve students’ problem-solving skills. Students can learn 
tricks and short cuts to solving questions and become faster by practicing on past competition 
papers. Students can still register for this competition even if they do not join the club. Contest 
questions for practice can be found on the above site. 

Huneza Usman, Head of Mathematics 


SECONDARY SCHOOL RECYCLING CLUB 

In an effort to save the environment and be responsible global citizens, the 
Secondary School is restarting the recycling club at DIA. There will be separate 
boxes in each classroom/corridor to help us segregate the waste into plastic, paper 
and cans. There will shortly be an awareness campaign about the need to recycle. 
Together we can make a positive difference to the environment around us! 


Each Home Room teacher will select at least one volunteer from their group to act 
as a representative. 


These selected students will then attend the first meeting during lunch and will continue the club as 
an After School Activity, recognised by CAS. All participants will be awarded certificates of 
recognition and a contribution to a global issue will be an added asset to their reference letters when 
applying to universities for admission. 

Tanveer Fatima, Secondary School Teacher and Sana Memon, Year 13A 


+> RECENT HAPPENING +> 


PADIA IFTAR, 17 SEPTEMBER 2009 

A big thank you to PADIA and all the parents involved in our Grand Iftar held on 17 September. 
Events such as these would not be possible without the support of our community. The core group 
from PADIA, in particular, work tirelessly to create opportunities such as this event as well as offer 
many support services for parents and students including, chair bags, information sessions, lost 
property and second hand uniforms. 

Julian Wilcock, Deputy Principal Elementary School and PYP Coordinator 


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 
We held our first in-school Professional Development this year on 14 September. 


In the Elementary School a plenary session was conducted to discuss Essential Agreements between 
teachers to reach a common understanding in areas such as: assessment, collaborative planning, email 
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etiquette, meetings, portfolios and report writing. The session was led by Julian Wilcock the 
Elementary School Deputy Principal and PYP Coordinator. 


Essential Agreements are important for creating a common understanding at the start of a new 
academic year. The goal of this meeting was to create consensus among staff as a way to move 
forward. Setting the framework for effective procedures and communication allowed teachers to 
clarify issues. This was especially beneficial for new teachers and enabled existing teachers to 
reflect on the previous year to improve standards and practices. 


The focus in the Secondary School was the alignment between MYP and DP Assessments. The 
objective behind this is to help students develop the skills required for the transition between MYP 
and DP so that they are well prepared to deal with the rigours of the DP when they enter Year 12. 
The two main strands identified were Curriculum Content and Assessment. The work on aligning the 
curriculum in the two programmes, with Year 10 and Year 11 being the bridging years, is on-going. 


MyYP and DP teachers worked within their subject areas to closely compare MYP and DP Assessment 
Criteria; identify the differences and discuss ways of enhancing MYP assessments with the view to 
ensuring a smooth progression into the next level. 


Departments used MYP Moderators’ comments from the previous sessions to review and align 
assessment tasks. They worked on simplifying the terminology of the MYP Assessment Criteria in 
Years 7 - 10, so that it is appropriate to the level of the students. 


We look forward to the sharing of more ideas and strategies at the next Professional Development 
session on 1 October. 
Pratibha Rao, Director of Studies 


FEEDBACK FROM PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS, 13, 15 AND 16 SEPTEMBER 

Thank you to those parents who were able to attend our parent 

information sessions. There was strong attendance in most years 

and the feedback from parents was very positive. In these 

sessions the teachers gave an overview of the year ahead 

including areas within curriculum, behaviour, communication, 

events, expectations and teaching and learning. The teachers do 
all their planning 
throughout the year 
collaboratively, which 
enables them to share their different talents and skills. You 
can be assured that they have the welfare of your child as 
their first priority and I hope you can give them all of your 
support this year. If you did miss out on this event, fear not, 
the general information is also contained on Edline. Please do 
contact your class teacher for further information. 

Julian Wilcock, Deputy Principal Elementary School and PYP Coordinator 


ASHISH THAROOR - BUDDING CHEF AT DIA! 

Over the summer, Ashish Tharoor from Year 6SM has discovered his passion for 
cooking. Ashish has always shown an interest in cooking and is used to helping out at 
home with meals, always paying attention to what is being cooked and the ingredients 
used. During the long school break, Ashish has had the opportunity to develop his 
culinary skills further and impressed family and friends with dishes such as Indian 
prawn curry, chicken curry and sausage sauté. This, on top of cooking an elaborate 
family breakfast every morning of eggs, sausages and toast. Ashish continues to 
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expand his knowledge by reading cook books regularly, researching recipes on the internet and calling 
his grandmother for cooking tips. 
Congratulations Ashish, keep it up! 


DIA STUDENT ATTENDS STANFORD UNIVERSITY! 

During the summer vacation, Sakina Mala of Year 10E attended the A+ Summer 

Camp at Stanford University, America. The ten day camp, aimed at high school 

students aged 13 - 16, provides students with a university experience, preparing STANFORD 

them for future years. etch iic 
Sakina says, “During my 10 days I learnt subjects such as 
creative writing, critical reading, logic and video making. A+ 
Summer high school has a lot of activities that a teenager 
would enjoy participating in, they take you out on trips to the 
museums, I enjoyed the night out in the city and we also 
watched a play which was a based on our critical reading 
subject, Electra. All students get to share the dorm rooms 
that are provided on the campus, there are separate dorms 
for boys and girls and you need to swipe a card to enter the 
building. In the writing class, we were asked to write an essay 

on anything they wanted provided it contained an argument. In the critical writing class, we were 

required to read old mythologies, teaching us olden day culture and showing us what life was like in 

history. In logic, we were given problems that we had to solve using our own logic which made us 

think very hard on what exactly the problem was. Video making was the most fun class as we were 

divided into groups of four or five and then given a topic to make 

a video on. The summer camp provided us with the cameras and 

we were allowed to go anywhere on the campus to film. A+ 

summer high school was a wonderful experience, and I have 

gained a lot by going there. I have learnt many new things 

including how to live on your own and how to manage problems by 

yourself. This isn't just like any regular summer camp, it is more 

fun, it gives you more freedom, and you feel like an adult for 10 

days. I will never forget the days I spent at Stanford 

University." Well Done Sakina! 


+> uppates + 


STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

We are always keen to share student achievements and experiences in DIAlogue and with the recent 
break from school, we are eager to hear of any events that took place during the summer months. 
Please forward any news to diafeedback@diadubai.com so that we can celebrate these 
accomplishments with the whole DIA community. We look forward to hearing from you. 


KINDERGARTEN TIMINGS 

Following Eid, DIA will now follow regular school hours. Therefore the KG1 and KG2 classes will begin 
at 7:40 am and end at 12:45 pm. The “Kiss and Drop" area is attended from 7:30 am until 7:45 am 
and teachers will be in their classrooms from 7:30 am. Parents must not leave their child 
unattended at school before 7:30 am. 


All parents are reminded to leave the corridors before 8:00 am, the morning routine in a classroom is 
essential and should not be interrupted. The side doors are locked at 8:15 am and are reopened at 
12:30 pm. The main entry at the front of the school is open if parents need to enter the school when 
the side entry is locked. Please stop and register at the security desk. 
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To arrange a meeting with your child's teacher, please contact the teacher by email to schedule an 
appointment at a convenient time. Please do be aware that teachers are not available for 
unscheduled meetings at drop off and collection times when the teachers’ focus is on the children. 


Your support in following these guidelines is appreciated. 


ELEMENTARY ASSEMBLIES 

Parents are always welcome to attend the Elementary Assemblies which are held on Days 1, 3, and 5 
at approximately 7:55 am in the Elementary Gym. One of the opportunities parents have at assembly 
time is to provide very brief presentations (5 minutes) to help increase the awareness of holidays or 
special events being celebrated in other countries. Our Arabic teachers have already presented 
Ramadan and Eid information with students this month. Parents are encouraged to become involved in 
presentations. Another way to share information is to set up a display which children may view. We 
have had parents and students involved in such events as Lucia, Sinter Klaas, Diwali, Thanksgiving, 
Australia Day, Syttende Mai, Haj, and others. Please become a part of our students’ rich experiences 
and share other events of the world. 


H1IN1 VIRUS 
As mentioned in the last issue of DIAlogue the H1N1 virus is here to stay. Without wishing to sound 
like a broken record, there are a few things I would like to reiterate. 


Firstly, we are pleased to report that we have had no cases of the H1N1 flu virus in the school that 
we are aware of. We are also continuing to monitor students who are absent from class for more than 
two days. 


The vaccine has been manufactured and should start to be administered by October. Priority will be 
given to children under 5 years, school children and adults who fall in the ‘High Risk’ category. “High 
Risk" would include people with chronic conditions, heart diseases and health care workers. Previously 
it had been mentioned that two vaccines would be administered, now it seems only one is required. 


The confirmatory tests for H1N1 are, at present, only being conducted at government hospitals. 
Throat and nasal swabs are being collected in some clinics/hospitals and are then sent to the 
government. Hospital for testing. Usually, test results come back after three working days. 


Annual trivalent seasonal influenza (not to be confused with H1N1 virus) immunisation is 
recommended for school age children, helping to lower the transmission of influenza in house hold 
members and in the community in general. 


I trust that I will not have to write again on this topic as I think everyone, especially the students, 
know all about the H1N1 virus and what has to be done to contain it. 


Once again, dear parents, thank you for all your cooperation. 
Indira George, School Doctor 


ROAD AND TRAFFIC 

As the major construction continues around our school, we need to continue to find ways to work 
together as a community to keep our families safe. We are all faced with the stress of getting to 
and from school ina timely fashion and we appreciate it is not easy. 


We have met officials from RTA to address various aspects in our efforts to be as proactive as 
possible under the circumstances. The reconstruction of the pavement on the Elementary School 
side is already underway and will be completed next week to enable smooth pedestrian movement. 
We have also requested EMAAR to act upon the following - (1) Allow privileged access for Emirates 
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Living residents (2) Not allow heavy vehicles movement during peak hours on school access roads (3) 
Allow exit, currently restricted from the back of the school. 


We are sure you understand that this road project is part of a larger picture to improve the 
infrastructure in Dubai and hence is out of our control. However, we want to do all we can within our 
control to best deal with the situation. 


AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

DIA will, again, be running an extensive programme of after school activities for children which will 
begin after the Eid break. A message from DIAlogue will be sent shortly about signing up for these 
activities, all of which can be done online. Many activities are directed by our teachers and have 
little or no cost. Others are offered by providers outside of the school and do have fees. 


LANGUAGE SCHOOLS OFFERED AT DIA 

DIA offers several after school language classes for native speakers. This year we are pleased to 
host language schools for Finnish, Chinese, Swedish, Norwegian and Dutch students. These are 
organised by parents and provide great opportunities for the students to maintain their native 
language skills. We are also currently looking at the possibility of a language school for French, 
Greek, Urdu and German students. 


FIRE DRILLS AT DIA 

We will continue to conduct fire drills at announced and unannounced times. The students will 
practise the routine before we sound the alarm. Younger children will be made aware that it is a 
practise to help them learn the procedure. All visitors in the buildings must also exit at this time. All 
students evacuate to the school field. 


EDLINE 


The issuing of passwords for parents to access Edline continues. This is one of the main locations of 
information related to specific year levels. Your child's teacher will often direct you to this to view 
what is happening in the classrooms. If you have difficulty with this, please contact 


helpdesk@diadubai.com 


CAR SHARE SCHEME 

Parents dropping off children at school are no doubt aware of the traffic challenges. Should you be 
interested in joining a lift-club, you will find notice boards in the entrance of the school. Contact 
details should be filled out on the forms so that parents are able to make arrangements for lifts 
amongst themselves. 


BUS TRANSPORTATION 

Diamond Lease provides bus transportation for many of our students. They offer a door to door 
service across Dubai in fully RTA approved buses with seatbelts and trained drivers. If you wish to 
register for the bus service, please complete a booking form available from the website or at the 
main reception. The cost is AED 8,200 per student for the year. For further enquiries, please 
contact the Supervisor from DIAMONDLEASE, Mr Mohammad Ali on 050 4981744. Please note that 
guest may not ride unless they are paid. 


CALENDAR 

Please find the current academic calendar for 2009-2010 on www.diadubai.com. This will be updated 
throughout the year so please keep checking regularly. All upcoming calendar events will also be 
available on the front page of this fortnightly newsletter. 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 
The following dates are being marked as professional development days at DIA and are as per our 
KHDA approved calendar: 


Thursday, 1 October, 2009 Staff Development, no school for students (ES and SS) 
Sunday, 7 March, 2010 Staff Development, no school for Secondary School students 
Sunday, 18 April, 2010 Staff Development, no school for Elementary School students 
Thursday, 27 May, 2010 Staff Development, no school for students (ES and SS) 


These days are vital for teachers to sharpen their teaching toolkit. We have synchronised these 
days to coincide with IB training for teachers and on each of these days several teachers will be 
attending the IB workshops in various subjects. Most of these workshops are being held in Dubai and 
Abu Dhabi. Other teachers will be attending in-school Professional Development. 


ZAKS SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE AT DIA 

Having listened to the feedback from parents, we are pleased to inform you that Zaks will be holding 
regular uniform sales at DIA, on a monthly basis, with the first one scheduled for 12 October 2009. 
Full details to follow in the next issues of DIAlogue. Another focus is the Council of International 
schools Accreditation process which begins this year. 


YEARBOOK 
A limited number of 2008-2009 yearbooks are still available for sale, priced at AED 120. Please 
contact the main reception if you would like to purchase a copy. 


+ sports FIXTURES + 


Sunday, 4 October, 3:30 pm U 14 Football vs. DAA @ DIA Boys and Girls 
Sunday, 4 October, 4:00 pm V Football vs. DAA @ DAA Boys and Girls 
Tuesday, 6 October, 4:00 pm V Football vs. VAS @ UAS Boys and Girls - UAS 
Wednesday, 14 October, 4:00 pm U14 Football vs. VAS @ DIA Boys and Girls 
Sunday, 18 October, 3:30 pm V Football vs. ASD @ ASD Boys and Girls 
Monday, 19 October, 3:30 pm JV Football vs. ASD @ ASD Boys and Girls 
Monday, 19 October, 4:00 pm U14 Football vs. ASD @ DIA Boys and Girls 
Tuesday, 20 October, 4:00 pm V Football vs. AAG @ DIA Girls 

Thursday, 22 October, 4:00 pm JV Football vs. VAS @ DIA Boys and Girls 
Tuesday, 27 October, 4:00 pm JV Football vs. AAG @ DIA Girls 

Sunday, 1 November, 3:30 pm JV Football vs. DAA @ DIA Boys and Girls 
Friday, 6 November Swim meet @ ASD 

Saturday, 7 November JV Football playoffs @ DIA 

Saturday, 7 November V Football playoffs/U14 Football Festival @ DAA 
Monday, 9 November, All day U15 Boys vs DIS @ DIA 

Tuesday, 10 November, 4:00 pm U14 Football vs AAG @ DIA girls 

Tuesday, 10 November U19 Boys vs DIS @ DIS 

Sunday, 6 December Tennis V ASD 


COMMENT AND FEEDBACK 
If you would like to comment or give feedback on any aspect of Dubai International Academy, please 
do so using diafeedback@diadubai.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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